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sports 
GRIZZLIES BACK HOME FOR TWO GAMES 
(AND A FEW DAYS OF REST) 
rosenthal/jg 
12/12/77 
sports state + Big Sky + basketball 
Information Services University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522 
MISSOULA---
After a grueling schedule of five games in seven days and in four different cities, 
the Montana Grizzlies are back in Missoula for five days of practice before hosting the 
St. Cloud State Huskies, Friday, Dec. 16 and the Creighton Bluejays, Saturday, Dec. 17. 
Tip-off for both games is 8:00p.m. in the Harry Adams Field House. 
The Griz showed they can win on the road, coming back from a one-point loss to 
Northern Colorado last weekend to beat Denver 71-64. A stop at home and a win over 
Portland State 79-71, provided momentum as the Tips traveled to BYU's Cougar Classic 
in Provo, Utah. UM knocked off the host team in Friday night's game, 76-72, but 
lost the championship game to William and Mary, 61-60, the following night. William 
and Mary came to the tournament fresh from a major upset over North Carolina, 78-75. 
The Grizzlies now carry a 4-2 record, with both losses by just one-point in road 
games. Michael Ray Richardson continues to lead the scoring parade with 29.3 points 
a game. The 6-5 senior guard scored 39 against Denver (with 13 rebounds from the 
backcourt), 38 against Portland State (holding Freeman Williams to six in the first 
half and alternating on defense in the second half, holding Williams to 21), and 
scored 28 against BYU. 
"I thought the competative nature of our players was excellent," UM head coach 
Jim Brandenburg said. "The schedule was just not conducive to playing the best 
possible basketball. But our team was willing and found some way, some how, to make the 
big plays and try to win every one of those games," Brandenburg said. 
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st. Cloud State comes to town with a 3-1 record. The lluskies play St. John's 
in a rematch Tuesday night, and Air Force Thursday night before Friday night's game 
with the Grizzlies. The Huskies have lost only to St. John's, 91-84. 
Coach Noel Olson's team is a very balanced one this season. Five players arc 
averaging in double figures. Darryl Lindsey, a 6-2 forward is averaging 18.0 points 
per game, reserve forward Dan Hagen (6-7) is averaging 16.0 ppg, 6-2 guard Bob Hegman 
is averaging 14.0 ppg, 5-11 guard Mike Morgan is a 10.8 ppg. player and 6-6 forward John 
Carlson is a 10.3 ppg. man. Reserve center Barry McKay is averaging 9.8 ppg. 
Carlson is St. Cloud State's leading rebounder with 11 boards per game. McKay 
has 8.3 rebounds a game and Hagen has 7.3. 
The Huskies shoot 47% from the field to their opponents 41%. They are outscoring 
the opposition 80.3 ppg. to 75.3, but are being outrebounded 40.3 to 39.5. 
Creighton, as usual, has a fine basketball team this season, led by 6-8 senior 
forward Rick Apke (19.7 ppg.). Other top scorers for Coach Tom Apke include David 
Wesley, a 6-7 junior center who is averaging 11.3 points a game and senior forward 
Tim McConnell with 12.8 ppg. Rick Apke leads the team in rebounds with 8.5 a game 
followed by McConnell with 6.8 rebounds. 
The Bluejays are averaging 71.5 points per game against 61.0 ppg. by the opposition. 
Ceighton is also outrebounding their opponents, 37-31. 
Three Bluejays will return to the lineup after sitting out a few games due to an 
NCAA penalty for unauthorized out-of-season play. John C. Johnson, Jerry Newell and 
Kevin Kuehl all return to the lineup against the Grizzlies. Johnson and Kuehl missed four 
games and Newell missed three. David Wesley missed one game for the same reason. 
"St. Cloud State has had an excellent basketball program the last dozen years or 
so," said Jim Brandenburg. "Noel Olson is an excellent coach and well respected. 
I know he will bring a competitive, aggressive team to Missoula." 
-more-
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"Creighton is one of the best teams in the country," Brandenburg said. "They 
have been picked to win the Missouri Valley Conference, one of the best basketball 
leagues in the nation, and they certainly get my vote as one of the top 20 teams in 
the country. I think as the season progresses they will be nationally ranked. Our fan 
in Missoula will have the opportunity to see a fine basketball club in Creighton." 
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